FUND

FOR

LEADERS

By the year 2012, many current ELCA clergy will have retired.
Although there is an increasing number of students attending
seminary, we need more women and men to serve in existing and
new congregations. To prepare for rostered ministry, students spend
three years in academic preparation and one year on internship.

As the cost of running our seminaries climbs, so does the edueation
related debt of new pastorsThe average annual tuition at an ELCA
seminary is $11,000 and the typical student also incurs living
expenses ranging from $15,000 to $26,000 depending on his or her
family situation. That brings the cumulative cost of attending
seminary (three academic years) to a range of $70,000 to $102,000.
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percent of ELCA seminary students take out loans to fund their
education and may anticipate a typical monthly loan payment of

$300 to $600. Many pastors who feel called to serve smaller or
struggling congregations simply cannot accept such calls because the
salaries will not allow them to meet these loan commitments.

Your generosity can make a difference in the future of the church.
The Northwest Synod of Wisconsin has established a Fund for
Leaders to help our seminary students offset the cost of tuition.
Please consider investing in the future of the chur~+
by giving a gift to this fundContact the synod office oq
or your local congregation for details. 3/
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