
March 4, 2008  

 

 

Dear 2008 Synod Assembly Participant:  
 

This year, our assembly will be held May 30 -31 in Eau Claire at UW -EC. The 

theme, Book of Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible, has been chosen to support 

the ELCA Book of Faith initiative. You will have an opportunity to hear the 

keynote speaker, Diane Jacobson, from Luther Seminary; David Swartling, 

ELCA Secretary,   Please read the enclosed registration forms carefully 

and register as soon as possible.  
 

The early bird discount price ($110) is in effect until April 4. After that, voting members will 

pay $120; visitors pay $50 to attend the entire assembly. I encourage you to register online: 
www.nwsynod-wisconsin.org. The Chippewa Valley convention and Visitors Bureau has done a 

great job gathering information about hotels near the assembly site. Several hotels have 

reserved blocks of rooms at reduced rates for our group. Again, you will find more information 

on our website.  
 

Voting members include all pastors and AIMs under call, and those interim pastors (rostered in 

this synod) serving under appointment by the bishop, plus lay voting members. Refer to the 

table below to determine the correct number of voting members for your congregation.  Please 

maintain an equal number of male and female lay voting members.  Whenever possible, include 

people of color or those whose primary language is other than English.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The assembly offering will be collected at worship Friday evening. The offering this year will 

be given to the NW Synod of WI First Call Debt Reduction fund and Leader Training in Malawi. 

The quarter collection/hunger bank offering from congregational members will be given as 

follows: 2/3 to our Companion Synod in Malawi, to help with food sustainability projects and 

1/3 to the ELCA World Hunger Program. Please support these worthwhile causes through your 

gifts.  
 

Pre-assembly books containing detailed information will be mailed at the end of April to all who 

have registered, so register early!  
 

Godõs peace, 
 

Merry Soyck -Doring 

Executive Assistant/Assembly Manager  

 

P.S. Remember to visit our website for assembly updates: www.nwsynod-wisconsin.org. 

Congregation Size  Number of Voting Members  Gender  

1-1000 2 voting members one male, one female 

1001-1500 3 voting members one male, one female, one either 

1501-2000  4 voting members two females, two males 

Include one voting member for every 500 congregational members (always round up to the next level).  

Northwest Synod 
Of Wisconsin 

 



Synod Assembly Agenda 
May 30-31, 2008 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 30  
7:45 - 9:15 Registration, Zorn Arena 
 Visit the displays 
PLENARY SESSION I 
9:30 ï 9:45 Welcome and Devotions by Bishop Pederson 
9:45 - 9:50 Bible Bytes #1            
9:50 ï 10:00 Adoption of Agenda, Guidelines for the Assembly, Minutes  

 Nominating Committee Report 

 Nominations from the floor 
10:00 - 10:05 Bible Bytes #2 
10:05 ï 10:20 Report of the Bishop 
10:20 - 10:30 Rev. Peter Muschinske, Chaplain, US Navy 
10:30 - 11:00 Keynote Address, Diane Jacobson 
11:00 ï 11:25 Resolutions    
11:25 - 11:30 Bible Bytes #3 
11:30 ï 11:45 Elections 
11:45 Dismissal for Lunch 
12:00  Lunch  
1:00 - 1:45 Workshop I 
1:45 - 1:50 Impromptu Bible Bytes (at the conclusion of each workshop) 
2:00 - 2:45 Workshop II 
2:45 - 2:50 Impromptu Bible Bytes (at the conclusion of each workshop) 
PLENARY SESSION II 
3:00 - 3:05 Credentials Report 
3:05 - 3:35 ELCA Report, David Swartling 
3:35 - 3:40 Bible Bytes #4  
3:40 - 3:55 Journey to Wellness, Rebecca Westfield, ELCA Board of Pensions 
3:55 - 4:35 Resolutions 
4:35 - 4:45 Scott Anderson, Wisconsin Council of Churches;  
 Outdoor Ministry, Mary Toufar, Luther Park and Bethany Walker, Luther Point  
4:45 - 5:15 Keynote Address, Diane Jacobson 
5:15 Dismissal for Dinner 
5:30 Dinner    
7:30 Worship at Trinity Lutheran followed by Reception 
 (Installation of Pastor Todd Iverson and Pastor Amy Odgren) 
  

SATURDAY, MAY 31  
6:30 - 7:00 Morning Eucharist, University Lutheran Church 

6:30 - 7:45 Breakfast, Davies Center  

PLENARY SESSION III 

8:00 - 8:15 Morning Devotion  - Sue Zahrbock 

8:15 - 8:30 Report of Elections  

8:30 - 9:00  Keynote Address, Diane Jacobson 

9:00 - 9:15 Report of Lutheran Campus Ministry - Rev. Amy Odgren  

9:15 - 10:15 Resolutions  

10:15 - 10:20 Bible Bytes #5 

10:20 - 10:50 Book of Faith, David Swartling, Secretary - ELCA 

10:50 ï 11:30 Resolutions 
11:30 - 11:35 Bible Bytes #6 

11:35 ï 11:45 Introductions of Seminary Graduates Assigned to our Synod  

11:45 - 11:50 Credentials Report II 

11:50 - 12:00 Announcement of Assembly Offering and Quarter Collection 

 Announcement of Big Cheese Award and Extra Mile Award 

12:00 Closing of the Assembly 

  

 



Our theme this year, BOOK OF FAITH: Lutherans Read the Bible , is part one of a two -part 
series. Next year the theme will be: BOOK OF FAITH: Living in the Word. This ELCA initiative is 
a call for Lutherans to become fluent in the first language of faith, the language of Scripture. Do 
you have a favorite scripture? During our assembly we will periodically stop to reflect on 
scripture in many ways -- spoken, read, and heard.  

 

Please submit a Bible verse that is meaningful to you. 

 

Scripture found in the book of   Chapter   Verse(s)   

  

  
 

  

 
Name:    Phone:   

(over)  

  

Name:   

Address:  

City/Zip:   

Home Phone:    

Work Phone:   

Email:   

Congregation/Agency Name:   

  

Address:  

City/Zip:   

Check ALL that apply: 

______Male 

______Female 

______Lay Voting Member 

______Youth Voting Member 
______Active Clergy 

______Retired Clergy 

______Retired Clergy under appointment by the bishop 

______Specialized Clergy 

______Clergy On Leave from Call  

______Associate in Ministry 

______Deaconness, Diaconal Minister under appt. 

______Deaconness, Diaconal Minister not under appt. 

______Synodically Authorized Minister  

______Synod Council Member 

______Synod Council Officer 

______Visitor 
______Person of color or primary language not English 

 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 2008 Synod Assembly  

Voting Member and Visitor Registration  
UW-Eau Claire, May 30 -31, 2008                      

 

PRE-ASSEMBLY BOOKS will be mailed on April 30 by bulk 
mail. If you register after April 30 and would like to receive a 
book, you may 1) stop at the Synod office to pick one up;  
2) Send a check in the amount of $4.00 to cover the cost of mail-
ing; or 3) pick up a book at the Assembly.  

 

Rather not fill out this form?  

Go to  

www.nysynod- wisconsin.org  

and register online!  



 

PROGRAM FEE :  Early bird ( by April 4) : $110  After April 4: $120  Visitors: $50  $   
   

 

MEALS  (check all that apply):  Ç Friday Lunch @ $9.00   $   
 

  Ç Friday Banquet @ $15.00   $   
    

  Ç Saturday Breakfast  (included in your  
   registration fee) $  n/ a 

 

  Ç I prefer NO MEALS $   0.00  
  
   
  TOTAL  AMOUNT  SUBMITTED:  $   
  (for one person only)  

 
 

Send registration and assembly fees payable to:  Northwest Synod of Wisconsi n  
 PO Box 730 
 Rice Lake, WI 54868-0730 

 
Please send a separate check, do not combine with benevolence, etc.    
One form per person, please. Copy this form as needed.    
No refunds for cancellations after May 11. 

 
 

LODGING:   For a listing of hotels and pricing, visit our website: www.nwsynod -wisconsin.or g .  
   Please make your own reservations.  

ASSEMBLY FEES (per person) 

Retired pastors:   
You are encouraged to attend the Synod Assembly with voice, not vote.  
If you are not currently serving as an interim pastor, the program fee and the cost of your meals 
will be waived. You may also receive $30 toward the cost of your lodging if you submit a copy of 
your lodging receipt to the bookkeeper for reimbursement. No mileage or spouse meals are cov-
ered by the Synod.  

 
Retired pastors currently rostered within our Synod and serving as an interim pastor 
under appointment by the bishop:  

You are considered a voting member.  
The congregations where you serve is expected to pay the full cost of the assembly. 

 
Conference youth voting members:  

The program fee and cost of your meals will be waived.  
 

Synod council members (attending as visitors):  
The program fee and cost of your meals will be waived.  

 
Specialized Ministry attendees:   

It is hoped that your registration fee will be paid by your place of employment, but if not, it will be 
waived.  
Meal and lodging costs are your obligation. 


